
Site Analysis Syllabus 09’ 

EXPANDED COURSE OVERVIEW 
 

Objectives 
Broad scope: 
1. To develop an awareness and understanding of ecosystems (the relationship between organisms and 

their environment).  To understand how a good environment supports purposeful behavior and makes 
a good fit with user actions. 

2. To have an awareness of how civilizations develop their own unique interpretation of a-fit-attuned to 
the time, place, culture and technology of that civilization. 

3. To stress the urgency of a comprehensive approach to the evaluation and protection of the 
environment.  Current events (news articles, television, internet, etc) are used to dramatize the urgency 
of the issues and encourages life-long learning and commitment. 

4. To understand the interrelationships between the professions of architecture, planning, civil 
engineering and landscape architecture. 

Narrow scope: 
1. To be able to identify sources of information and record inventory data. 
2. To be able to interpret and analyze inventory data. 
3. To be able to organize the analysis into summaries of opportunities and constraints for site 

development. 
4. To be able to prepare site development criteria and guidelines. 
5. To be able to prepare basic site design proposals which address the major site analysis factors outlined 

in this course. 
6. To be able to select the appropriate biotic and abiotic materials to be used in site development. 
 
The Resource Book 
1. The course will provide reference handouts for each area of site analysis.  Students will be required to 

develop his/her own resource notebook.  This notebook must be submitted for review and approval at 
the end of the semester.  No passing grade will be issued until this requirement has been completed. 

 
Commentary 

  We are only beginning to understand how to introduce human use as a part of a site’s natural 
system without destroying the attributes which attract us to it.  This course will provide the student 
with a background in the development of site analysis and the ability to conduct the process of 
inventory, analysis, and the preparation of development criteria and guidelines. 

  This course will present a background and method of implementing Kevin Lynch’s statement that, 
“site planning is the art of arranging on the land and shaping the spaces between, an art linked to 
architecture and city planning …  making places that fit human purposes is the task of site planning“. 

  The central focus of this course is a presentation of a rational basis for the process of land 
development and preservation.  This process follows the order of inventory, analysis, judgment, and 
recommendations.  The inventory is a recording of existing and extractable material descriptive of the 
study area.  The analysis interprets the build-up of data affecting all parts of the study area.  The 
aggregation of permissive and/or restrictive factors generates a profile of land potential.  These are 
outlined as summaries of opportunities and constraints for site development.  The recommendations 
coalesce these findings into a form suitable for implementation. 

  The material is organized into two main areas of Site Analysis Inventory: 
  1. Natural Factors; 
  2. Cultural Factors. 
 
 


